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matous affections of the tongue, lips, and of the rectum, where arsenic, from it. 
powerful poisonous qualities, is totally precluded.— Ibid. 

. Se * olcent Pomade— The following ointment is recom- 
",‘° r effecting the destruction of extensive scirrhous surfaces, previously 
flattened by long-continued methmltcal compression, as also of certain dense scir- 
e of oxygenated pomade, prepared by triturating eight parts of boil- 
loft^bro^t" 1 | h one of m,r, c “‘di one ounce; melt this bv a gentle heat, and add 
!o,K. , r n ,u raC .’ mS of l i 1< r. acld snMeuto-nitrate of mercun-. Increase the heat a 
little, till the nitric acid become decomposed, so as to prbxygcnate the pomade 

'n^r,. ! r u ? ,. ,he .u a t ,i m,0 .i ln ! lma ' c union ' vith *'• The ointment, when \vell me- 
pared, is \erj hard, and of an orange-yellow colour. * 

, i/'r C o nq f 0in describes the case of a woman affected with a scirrlius of one 
half of the face, who had been previously treated for it, but without benefit; and 
she seemed doomed to become, ere long, a victim to the frightful maladv. How- 
ever, thirty-five days application of the above ointment sulliccd to work a cure 
without the sbghtest trace being left.— ibid. ’ 

2-1. Dr. Canscoin's Maturative Ointment.— Dr. Canquoin has procured in two 
rKm,J C , e ., m0ntlS r e - ? n , d ct'cn less, a softening and suppnration of indolent scir- 
! n ™°“rs of “ violet-red hue, by the following application. Take of the 
acetic infusion of the bark of spurge laurel, ijiss.; of molasses, giss.; olive oil, ;i • 
“ "|' e -2i'J- M'V 'opther, and reduce, by the aid of heat, to the consistence of 
an omtment. Withdraw the heat, and add, unguent, basilic, giss.; cerati fusci * 
3 c?u v? 1 le w . e "ell together, and incorporate with each ounce a drachm 
of the subdeuto-nrtrate of mercury.— Ibid. 


THERAPEUTICS. 

2o. Treatment o f Itch.— Dr. Lison, physician to the hospital of Donzi, lands, in 
a communication in the Journal Gen. de Thcmveulique, (15tli Julv, 1635,) the 
efficacy of the following omtment for the cure of itch. R. Litharge 5j. ; olive 
oil 31V. Mix, place upon a moderate fire, and Mir until the litharge is well dis¬ 
solved, and the omtment acquires a slight blackish tint. 

Hall an ounce is to be used in friction to the hands, feet, and arm pits, morn- 
ing ana night. r J 

i Sifjpkuni of Potash in Asthma. —An individual labouring under a severe 
spasmodic asthma applied to Dr. CarUs, who, having ordered the aqua 
lauro-cerasi, internally, and frictions with tartar emetic ointment, w ithout suc¬ 
cess, directed sixteen grams of the sulphuret of potash, rubbed into a paste with 
;! 0 " e 5';. This quantity was divided into four portions, one of which was given 
three times a day. Alter the administration of the last dose, the asthma entirely 
disappeared, and the cure was complete.—Load. Mat. ,f. Surg. Journal, Nov. 

27. On. the Pcrscsquinilrate of Iron in Chronic Diarrhaa.— Dr. Roman- J. 
0 *raves m one of his clinical lectures, states, that he has lately used in chronic 
diarrhtEa, At ith t en- considerable success, the sesquinilrate of iron, a preparation 
D , r - Chnstison. “The combination of iron with nitric acid forms 
a he observes, possessing tonic; and, at the same time, astringent pou- 

‘'f' 1 ?. n ‘ bence peculiarly well adapted for the treatment of certain forms of chro- 
wenl-wf-im? 5? d / senteI T- Ton will be consulted by females of a delicate and 
nMn; 1 - 11 i ab t 1 frequently exhibit symptoms of nervous derangement, such as 

' , s, ccp!essness, a "! i bead-ache, who are easily excited or alarmed, have 

a !™‘™ c - v 10 emaciation and paleness, and have little o'r no appetite. Combined 
with these general symptoms, you find that they have been labouring under diar- 

ea^^ry^^ra d aSS,^ e ' bU,:er ' “ a »««« «“«. of 
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rhcea for ■weeks, and even months, and that this, with the other causes of debility, 
has rendered their condition exceedingly uncomfortable. You will also be in¬ 
formed by the patient, that she has tried many remedies without benefit, and that 
s he is extremely anxious to have something done to give relief; and hence it is 
a matter of importance to be acquainted with any remedy which may be likely to 
prove serviceable in such emergencies. 

“It would appear that this form of diarrhoea does not depend on an inflamma¬ 
tory condition of the stomach and intestinal canal, for the indications of inflam¬ 
mation are absent, such as pain, tenderness on pressure, thirst, redness of tongue, 
and severe or continued griping. It would rather seem to be connected with con¬ 
gestion of the mucous membrane of the digestive tube of a passive nature, and re¬ 
sembling the scrofulous; it is also of an unmanageable character, and very seldom 
amenable to the ordinary modes of treatment. The common astringent remedies 
totally fail; chalk mixture, kino, rhatany root, and catechu, are useless, and in 
such cases it has been observed that opium is generally injurious. If you pre¬ 
scribe opium it certainly checks the disease for a time, but this temporary relief 
is accompanied by debility, malaise, restlessness, and many other uneasy symp¬ 
toms, ana the diarrhoea soon returns, and is as bad as ever. The medicine which 
1 have found most effectual in such cases, is the nersesquinitrate of iron, in the 
form recommended by Dr. Christison. With it I have succeeded, within the last 
two months, in curing two cases which had been exceedingly obstinate and of very 
considerable duration, the disease haring in one case resisted all the efforts ot 
medical skill for seven months, and in the other for two years. Seven or eight 
drops of the liq. ferri persesquinitratis, increased gradually to twelve or fifteen in 
the course of the day, was the quantity prescribed in both cases. In the course 
of four days a slight diminution of the diarrhoea was perceived, in a fortnight the 
patient felt much better, and in a month or five weeks it had disappeared alto¬ 
gether. This took place without being followed by any bad effects; there was no 
swelling of the stomach, no tympanitis^no tormina, no restlessness or nervous de¬ 
rangement; the patifcnts recovered their health and strength, and the cure was at 
once safe and permanent. 

“The effect of this remedy admits of an explanation on either of two grounds. 
You are aware that nitric acid exercises a very powerful influence over many 
morbid discharges. In chronic diarrhoea or dysentery, and in a certain form of 
diabetes, it is one of the most efficient and appropriate medicines which can be 
prescribed. We can. therefore, understand its peculiar adaptation to the case of 
which I have spoken. The nature of the complaint requires a tonic as well as an 
astringent; and you all know that nitric acid is used as a tonic in ma iy coses at¬ 
tended with debility and emaciation. With respect to iron, its mode of action is 
equally intelligible’. Many of the salts of iron exert a very remarkable influence 
on the conditions of raucous membranes. The sulphate, tartrate, and many other 
preparations, are prescribed with great advantage in chronic fluxes from mucous 
membrane; lienee the benefit so frequently derived from the use of Griffiths’ 
myrrh mixture in the treatment of chronic bronchitis characterized by a superse¬ 
cretion from the bronchial membrane, unaccompanied by fever. You perceive, 
then, both the medicines which enter into the composition of persesquinitrate of 
iron are well calculated to check morbid discharges and strengthen the tone of the 
system. The only objection to this remedy is, that it is apt to spoil: if kept longer 
than a week it is decomposed, and hence you should always take care to have it 
quite fresh when you prescribe it, in order to secure its full operation .”—London 
Medical and Surgical Journal, '23d May, 1835. 

28. Observations on hoarseness or loss of voice, from sore throat or slight laryn¬ 
geal inflammation. By Robert J. Graves, M. D.—A form of hoarseness is lre- 
quently observed in growing boys or girls, which assumes a very chronic charac¬ 
ter, and often resists for a long time almost every form of treatment. A boy gets 
cold, followed bv sore throat and feverish symptoms, which may last for a few 
days, and then disappear under the use of aperient medicines, or perhaps without 
any interference on the part of the parents or the physician. 1 he feverishness 
and soreness of throat subside, but the hoarseness remains, and the boy can sneak 
only in whispers. This condition may last for weeks and even months without 
any other svmptom whatever; the patient has no cough or difficulty of breathing, 
No. XXXV.— May, 1836. 19 
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digestion natural, and there is no appearance of 
emaciation. The only thing amiss with him is the impairment of voice and rtwf 
continues so long that it gives rise to a considerable de-wee of anrietv nA hls 

of his parents. \V hen you examine the fauces von find” no appearance nfbiflS™ 

some time you can mcrease the quantity of tincture of capsicum but v™. 
need go farther than half an ounce in a six ounce mixture tn’the next „p,' er 
you will have recourse to frictions over the res ton of the iarvnx and orFJrn^i 
fauces with croton oil, which is ranch better adapted for sueh 3 cws<S ibaA erf 

'~l a SE** W^r^tvelefe ”u5 

^^tely'rMommrad ,0 sn^ e dSEs i o , (nodme 0 and ehan^ofafr™'^ [ ™ ,d 
ducef to give iodine in such cases from observing that'inlhmmation o fachrmie 

staceV D°o”m P e”l 1 CularIy -! n th ? beginning, insist on the observanre’of'tfrict 

uatierd Lmens’to he f/ 3 ' 1 , t0 r C “'“dingly hard to be attained where the 
patient happens to be a female. In some cases all these means fail nml ti,o„ 

something more energetic must be attempted. The inhalation of thevninnr 
‘“ c “'re of iodine and tincture a eonium added ,” hot waterTa 

h?drar r 4ra e ™"^ e ^ b W{ d intern^ fnmS”f 

^^^^Miiass-saSS; 

phthisical tendency, for in this case mercury would prove injurious to the mn-ti 

29. Oil Sleeplessness, and its Treatment. By R. J. Graves M D fFvtr^tnri 
from a clinical lecture delivered at Meatli Ho<ninl DnhiinN " ci* (Extracted 

mrnmmm 

There is a form of sleeplessness which is frequently the precursor of insanity, 
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and which has been well described by my friend Dr. Adair Crawford. The 
watchfulness in such cases is accompanied by the well known symptoms of in¬ 
cipient mental derangement, and its treahnent is therefore inseparably*connected 
with that usually resorted to in cases of threatened insanity, and embraces the 
employment of means moral as well as physical. Of these it is not my intention 
to speak; I may observe, however, that Dr. Crawford has found opium, gradually 
increased to very large and frequently repeated doses so as to produce sleep, the 
best remedy- 

in the case of jaundice, the patient passed several nights without any sleep. 
He was just beginning to recover from the jaundice when this new symptom 
appeared, and I directed your attention particularly to the circumstance, because 
every manifestation of nervous derangement connected with jaundice should be 
carefully watched. It frequently happens that jaundiced patients sleep too much, 
and in some cases the disease is accompanied by convulsions, succeeded by coma, 
most alarming symptoms, and almost invariably the harbinger of a fatal termi¬ 
nation. Dr. Marsh was the first who directed our attention to the great fatality 
of those cases of jaundice in which convulsions occur: I have seen but one in¬ 
stance of recovery. It was in the case of a gentleman labouring under icterus, 
very considerable hepatitis, with enlargement of the liver and anasarca, with 
ascites. He was 'treated by Dr. Osborne and myself, and had at least a dozen 
long and violent convulsive paroxysms, ending in coma, succeeded by temporary 
forgetfulness and fatuity. Repeated leeching of the right hynochondrium, active 
purgation, and iqercuri&lization of the system removed all tne symptoms of dis¬ 
ease, and he slowly but perfectly recovered. A very able and original writer. 
Dr. Griffin of Limerick, has detailed the particulars of some interesting cases 
of this nature in the Dublin Medical Journal. You perceive, therefore, that in 
jaundice every thing denoting an unusual state of the nervous system, whether 
it be too much sleep, or too little, demands your attention. 

In this man’s case* the jaundice was the result of an attack of hepatitis. We 
treated it with leeches, blisters, and the use of mercury, and in the coupe of a 
few days the stools became copiously tinged with bile, and symptoms of improv¬ 
ing health appeared. At this stage, the dejections being bilious, but the jaundice 
still remaining, he began to exhibit symptoms of restlessness and nervous irrita¬ 
bility, and finally became perfectly sleepless. Here, gentlemen, we had to deal 
will! a new symptom, extremely harassing to the patient, and likely to react un¬ 
favourably on the original disease. As a preliminary step I determined to eva¬ 
cuate the bowels, and for this purpose I prescribed a purgative draught, consist¬ 
ing of five ounces of infusion of senna, half an ounce of sulphate of magnesia, 
a drachm of tincture of senna, and a scruple of electuary of scammony. My 
object was to purge briskly, anil then give a full narcotic. In all cases of jaun¬ 
dice depending on hepatic" derangement, after you have succeeded in producing 
bilious evacuations, you should never omit prescribing an active aperient every 
second or third day for the space of ten days or a fortnight, with the view of ear¬ 
ning off the remains' of the disease so as to prevent the occurrence of a relapse. 
Hence you will find such cases very much improved by the use of Cheltenham 
water, taken every day for three or four weeks after the reappearance of a bilious 
tinge in the alvine discharges. The stimulus of the purgative causes an increased 
flow of bile iuto the intestines, which removes the hepatic congestion, and car¬ 
ries off what is popularly termed the dregs of the disease, and promotes a rapid 
and complete recover)'. It is a simple but successful practice, and ! would ad¬ 
vise you never to omit its employment in cases of this description. 

With respect to purgative mixtures, I may observe that you should prescribe 
a larger quantity of the infusion of senna than is generally ordered, if you wish 
to secure’its certain and decided operation on the intestines. Hospital nurses, 
who reason from facts and experience, know this, anibwhen directed to give a 
senna draught they always give a small tea-cupful. They administer from four 
to six ounces at a time, and I have observed that in this way the action of the 
medicine is more certain, and the benefit derived from it more extensive. I am 
convinced that the usual inode of giving this valuable purgative in private prac¬ 
tice is bad; the quantity given is too small, and consequently it is necessary to 
repeat the dose several times, a mode of proceeding apt to occasion much nausea 
and griping, I would therefore recommend a quantity varying from three to six 
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ounces, to be administered in all cases where the patient’s condition trill admit 
of free purging A most accurate observer of the effects of medicines, Mr Kirbv 
is m the habit of ordering purgative mixtures in chronic cases to be taken at bed¬ 
time, and not, as is nsually done, in the morning. He asserts that their action is 
milder and less irritating to the bowels when the patient lies in bed and is asleen 
UDtil the period of their operation, than if he were up and about. 

After the purgative had produced four copious discharges, I prescribed eight 
minims of black drop, to be taken at a late hour in the evening. Whenever 1 
give opiates to procure sleep, I always observe the rule laid down by Dr. M'Bride 
(a celebrated physician of this city), to select the period at which nature usually 
brings-on sleep and which varies according to circumstances and the habits of 
the patient. Whenever you have to deal with watchfulness in patients labouring 
tinder morbid slates of the constitution, as, for instance, hectic, inquire when the 
tendency to sleep usually occurs, and administer your narcotic abouran hour or 
two before its occurrence. It is between three and five o’clock in the raornin- 
that the inclination to sleep is strongest; it is about this time that sentinels ar? 
HKkt apt to slumber at their post, and consequently attacks upon camps or cities 
made with the intention of effecting a surprise, arc usually undertaken about this 
period ot the morning. How well marked is the periodic tendency to sleep at 
mis hour in all patients labouring under hectic fever produced by whatever cause 
Mow often do we hear the poor sufferer complain of restlessly tossing about in 
lusbedmilil three or four o’clock in the morning, when at last sleep, welcome 
although uneasy, for a few hours separates the patient from his pains. If "iven 
at an early hour in the evening, the effect of the opiate is not coincident with this 
periodic attempt of the constitution, and it fails in producing sleep, but if exhi¬ 
bited at a late hour, it begins to produce its soporific effect at the very time when 
nature inclines the harassed sufferer to repose, and the result of these combined 
influences is a deep, tranquil, and refreshing sleep. By observing this simple 
rule, I have often succeeded m producing sleep in cases where various narcoucs 
had not only failed, but even added considerably to the irritation and discomfort 
ot the patient. 

to cases of sleeplessness, where you have administered an opiate with cffect.be 
carelul to follow it up for some time, and do not rest satisfied with having given 
a momentary- check to the current of morbid action. To arrest it completely 
you must persevere in the same plan of treatment for a few days, until the ten¬ 
dency to sleep at a fixed hour becomes decidedly established. You must -rive an 
opiate the next night and the night after, and so on for five or six nights in suc¬ 
cession, and where the watchfulness has been of an obstinate and persistent cha- 
racier, narcotics must be employed even for a longer period and in undiminished 
doses. I do not allude here to the sleeplessness which accompanies confirmed 
acetic and other incurable diseases; such cases require a particular mode of treat¬ 
ment, and generally call for all the varied resources of medicine. But in those 
instances of watchfulness, which are frequently observed towards the termina¬ 
tion of acme diseases, it is always necessary to repeat the opiate for some time 
alter von have succeeded in giving a check to this symptom. You need not be 
alraid ot giving successive opiates lest the patient should become accustomed 
to them, and a had habit he generated, for the rapid convalescence and renewed 
health, which are wonderfully promoted by securing a sound and refreshing 
steep, vill soon enable him to dispense with the use of opiates. 

Another disease in which sleeplessness is a prominent svmptom, is delirium 
tremens. \\ e have had an example recently in our wards, and you have seen 
the means employed to overcome it. The patient came into hospital with symp¬ 
toms of extreme nervous excitement and watchfulness, which had continued for 
some time, and were brought on, as is most commonly the case, by repeated fits 
ot intoxication, succeeded by a pause of perfect sobriety—in Irishmen the result 
ot necessity or accident. In this man you must have remarked the signal benefit 
which attended the use of a combination of tartar emetic and opium, and how 
rapidly the watchfulness disappeared. I shall not enter into the details at pre¬ 
sent* as I purpose to return to this subject on a future occasion. 

There is, however, one torm of nervous irritability, frequently observed in per¬ 
sons who are in the habit of drinking freely, but without running into excess, 
ana presenting, as it were, a shadow of delirium tremens, on which I shall make 
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a few remarks. This curious state of the nervous system is generally found to 
exist in men about the middle period of life, and who consume a larger quantity 
of spirituous liquors than they are able to bear. Such persons, without suffering 
in appearance, or losing flesh, get into a chronic state of disturbed health, mani¬ 
fested by nausea, and even dry retching, in the morning, loss of appetite, and im¬ 
paired digestion; but, in particular, by a deranged and irritable state of the ner¬ 
vous system, and by watchfulness. This forms one of the most distressing symp¬ 
toms, and the patient generally complains that he cannot get any sound and 
refreshing sleep, that he lays awake for hours together, and that when he slum¬ 
bers his rest is disturbed bv'disagreeable dreams, or broken by slight noises. How 
are you to treat this affection! I can give you a valuable 'remedy for this de¬ 
ranged state of constitution—one which I have often tried, and which, from ex¬ 
perience, I pan strongly recommend. It is a mixture, composed of tincture of 
Columbo, quassia, gentian, and bark—say an ounce of each; and to this is added 
a grain, or even two, of morphia. A compound tincture, somewhat analogous 
to'this, is much in use among military gentlemen and others, who have resided 
for a considerable time in the Indies, where, from the heat of the climate, and 
the prevalence of intemperate habits, the stomach becomes relaxed and the ner¬ 
vous system irritable, so as to represent, in a n\inor degree, the symptoms which 
characterize delirium tremens. You perceive I combine several tonics to form 
this mixture, because they are well known to produce a more beneficial effect 
when combined than when administered singly; and I add to these a narcotic, 
which has the property of allaying nervous excitement without deranging the 
intestinal canal. The dose of this mixture is a tea-spoonful three or four times 
a-day, and the best lime for taking it is about an hour before meals. It gradually 
removes the nausea and debility of stomach, lessens nervous irritability and 
watchfulness, and, with a proper and well-regulated diet, and attention to the 
state of the bowels, 1 have seen it produce excellent effects. In such persons 
much benefit is derived from the use of the tepid shower-bath. 

Fever is another disease in which sleeplessness Is a symptom. frequently of an 
unmanageable character, and pregnant with danger to tne patient. You wit¬ 
nessed this in the case of the boy who lies in the small Fever Ward, next to the 
man who is at present labouring’ under general arthritis. This boy had fever of 
a mild description, and unattended with any bad svmptoms. His case scarcely 
required any attention, and he had almosl’arrivetl at a state of convalescence 
without the aid of medicine, when he began to lose his rest, and absolutely be¬ 
came sleepless for several nights. I beg your attention to this case, for many 
reasons. In the first place you have seen 'that we tried many remedies without 
success, and afterwards fortunately hit on one which answered our purpose com¬ 
pletely. Let us examine the nature of the medicines prescribed, and our reasons 
for giving them. 

In the first place, we gave, as in the case of jaundice, an aperient, followed by 
a full dose of black drop. It failed in producing any sleep; we repeated it a second 
and a third time, but without the slightest benefit. I then remarked to the class, 
that as I had noticed the good effects resulting from a combination of tartar 
emetic and opium in the case of delirium tremens, where opium alone failed in 
procuring sleep,-it would be proper to give this remedy a trial. I observed at 
the same time, that I was convinced that the preparations of antimony have a 
distinct narcotic effect, and that 1 had seen patients in fever whose watchfulness 
had been removed by antimony given in the form of tartar emetic or James’s 
powder. ! said it was my firm impression that tartic emetic, along with its other 
effects, exerts a decided narcotic influence on the system, and that it is this which 
makes it so valuable a remedy in treating the sleeplessness of. fever and delirium 
tremens. Hence I have been in the habit of giving tartar emetic combined with 
opium in fever, and, I must add, with very great success. Our predecessors were 
much in the habit of usin'* antimonial mixtures in the treatment of fever, and 
they did this because they knew, by experience, that these remedies worked well. 
It is at present too much the fashion to decry their practice, and in this instance 
I think with very little justice. 

In this boy’s case, however, the combination of tartar emetic and opium did 
not succeed in producing sleep. Having thus failed in our first and second 
attempts, we had recourse to the liquor muriatis morphia*, a preparation first 
19* 
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ZjZ X ? ° r ' 9 hr,SUson - mJ which, in (he form usually employed 
equal in strength to laudanum. It is an exceedingly valuable prcnara'm!',; 
many reasons, and one u luch has the strongest claims to ranmoim S r 

! e 4^r S ’ h ,f SlaU ^ nUm ' “ s ? res trouWr'offrarning'and rememSer- 
^3 rmw doses, and, in addition to this, it possesses the innrp imnnpinnt „ > 
tages of inducing sleep with more eer^SuolacUngas ‘TSriLSZ 
the bowels, or affecting the head so frequently as laudanum. You observe that 
l~*Y s0 f re Q v *ntly; I do so because cases now and then occur in whicheven mV 
‘l° SeS °S ¥ h ?“ or °f •!>= muriate of morphia produce quite as much 
sir Ini as laB , dan Vm- .1 prescribed the former in dais of Sill drops “verv 
nvr, Htiv? ’ hi in ■ ,1 S ‘ V i. S'rtv dropsin the day, and continued this practice f ( ?r 
t o days, but without the slightest effect. Here you see three modes of inducing 

ei°J iiTr>! e,ely ,a ‘ le a- Th !; ^ remaincd for a da J- without™ king am med,= 
lhc ne J l raoraing. The following night the opiate was repeated in 

wf£,5r. SS.ES 1 -«»• ■■?%, -I U. 

puvtrcn w D a‘ithe r fii. eVe if “ la , r S e , ? nd re P eaIcd doses by the mouth. P Baron Dti- 
S' aho madc ' hls important observation, and proved that nar- 
nn'Iht n r i d ' lhe rauc ? us surface or the rectum exercise a powerful influence 
docifht s P cm > alwa )' s e qual, and very often superior, to the effect pro- 
auced by taking them into the stomach. He maintains, that in delirium trauma 
ticum and delirium tremens a certain quantity of opium, when prescribed in the 

Ili'it'f enema ' wi acl morc decided eflect in allaving nervous excitement 
than the same or even a arger quanlitv when taken bVthe mmT ii’ 
limitation in giving full credit to",his ais^tthn.t'he Ve^tsTmy experience 
n d ir t 0n r V ’ ‘° , C °? firm lts ‘ ruth ' 1 hav( -- not long since, pubUshetfin e™i 
,n,hoLf’V ’ ofa P 311 ™' in Sir P. Dun’s Hospital, who wk reduced 

andc . mac . lali on from the combined effects ofmercurv 
rotill iiTl-. k,' Ta c torture which this man endured from nocturnal pains and a 
iSfrtp,,r ° f ? ”?’ wns such that he swallowed enormous doses of opiunr 
in foet, he had, previously to hts admission into Sir P. Dun’s Hospital exhausted 
all hts means m purchasing opium. While in hospital he used m ake lW drots 

of bbek drop in the course of a day, and yet, notwithstanding these excetive 

&& could ° nl y p‘ t/™ minutes of unrefreshing slumber. After some 
the J r ^ h ^r gCd ,he pl ? n of tfcatment, and had the black drop administered^ 
the form of enema. It succeeded in producing a decided honorific effect and in 
a short tune he was able to enjoy a sufficient quandty ofrepSe from takan“ on J 
one-tenth of the quantity used by the mouth I have also, in the sSm fare/ 
hfsffihf- ‘which “ Se ° f 1 med,c ?‘ pntleman who laboured under an affecuon of 
riik r i hlch as acc °mpmed by spasms of the limbs, and most excruciating 

En nrn 50 ln ! cnse > hal >> a used to swallow grain af,e"S of 

opium, until he had taken to the amount of thirty or fortv grains with tic view 
of procuring some alienation of his sufferings. He was prevailed on o 4ve nn 
wK f Cr ^ e US u °u oplum b y J he mouth, and employ iun the form of enemtf 

~ivin" relief in'rhis^ T SlnWnfr ^'’anlnge, the qiiantitv whichsocreldedm 
ginn s relief in this w at being scarcely the twentieth part of what he ordinarily 

It is unnecessary for me to enter here into anv discussion with resDert to the m 
ture and treatment of delirium traumaticum, and the sleeplessness which always 
accompanies it, as you will find this subject very ably treated in M. Dnnuvtren’s 
ftlm k q’n?" ( n ln r Ver> !p tn, « lv ® and elegant lecture delivered by Mr. Crrimnlon 
, ene j'i ln ‘- h ' S , h “P ,,a > and published in the last volume ZhS 
London Medical and Surgical Journal. There is, however one kind of <;Wn- 

n nS1Dg fr ° m irri ! ation of lhe skin produced bv blisters, which frequently 
resumes a very serious character, and on which it may be necessanMooffer a 
f.w obsen ations, as the subject has not been noticed' sufficiently by practical 
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writers. Trifling as the irritation resulting from a blister may seem, yet, under 
certain circumstances, it is a symptom of highly dangerous aspect, and becomes 
a source of just alarm. I have witnessed the loss of some lives from this cause, 
and many patients have, to my knowledge, been rescued from impending danger, 
by an early and proper share of attention being, directed to its phenomena and 

lrC The bad effects on the nervous system occasionally produced by the application 
of blisters, are somewhat analogous to those which result from wounds and other 
external injuries, and to be accounted for on the same principle. Wounds and 
injuries sometimes make an impression on the nervous system, by no means pro¬ 
portioned to the importance of the injured organ to life, or to the extent of the 
mischief. An injury produced by a body which strikes the sentient extremities 
of the nerves with great force, will sometimes produce very remarkable effects 
on the system. Thus a musket ball striking a limb may, without wounding any 
<u-eat artery or nerve, or destroying any part of importance to life, produce a 
Train of nervous symptoms of an'extraordinary character. The person, without 
feeling much pain, and scarcely knowing that he has been wounded without 
being terrified, or having his imagination excited by any apprehended dangers, 
turn's pale, gets a tendency to faint, and sometimes actually dies from the im¬ 
pression made on the nervous system. In the same way an external injury re¬ 
acting on the nerves may bring on high mental excitement, delirium, and a total 
privation of sleep, as we exemplified in delirium traumaticum. I mention this 
with the view of establishing the proposition that impressions made on the sen¬ 
tient extremities of the nerves are sometimes reflected on the nervous centres, 
producing the most alarming effects. In this way we can understand how the 
irritation of blisters may produce sleeplessness, mental aberration, and a tram 
of svmptoms analogous to those which characterize delirium traumaticum. 

The delirium and sleeplessness arising from the irritation of blisters is by no 
means an uncommon disease. I have seen many examples of it in private prac¬ 
tice and I am anxious that you should be acquainted with its nature and treat¬ 
ment. It is generally met with in the case of children, in whom the cutaneous 
surface is extremely tender and irritable. I could relate several instances in 
which I have been called on to visit children labouring under fever, where symp¬ 
toms of high nervous excitement were present, and where I found the little 
patients delirious, screaming, and perfectly sleepless from this cause. I have 
found this alarming affection generally occurring at an advanced stage of fever, 
and exhibiting a train of symptoms which closely resemble hydrocephalus. I 
have observed that after the application of a blister to relieve some suspected 
cerebral, or abdominal, or thoracic affection, jactitation, restlessness, constant 
application of the hand to the head, and delirium have appeared, and that these 
symptoms had been mistaken for incipient cerebritis or hydrocephalus, and treatea 
with leeches and purgatives. When the blister had been applied to the nape of 
the neck, the soreness and irritation of the skin on that part cause the chud to roll 
its head from side to side on the pillow, with that peculiar motion and scream supposed 
to prove to a demonstration the existence oj hydrocephalus. I have learned also, 
that the above measures, so far from giving relief, have only tended to produce 
an exacerbation of the disease, and that the medical attendant has given up the 
case in despair. Now. gentlemen, if called to such a case what should be your 
practice! In four cases of this kind I gave my opinion frankly to the medical 
attendant, and told him he was pursuing a wrong course, that the disease was 
analogous to delirium traumaticum, and not to be treated bv leeches or purga¬ 
tives, and least of all by blisters. I observed to him that these symptoms had 
made their appearance shortly after the child had been blistered for suspected 
disease of the belly, or head, or chest; and that it was useless to attempt to remove 
the disease by leeches, or purgatives, or blisters. The remedy I always proposed 
was opium, and it was acknowledged in four or five cases, that this remedy had 
succeeded not merely in relieving the existing symptoms, but in saving the 
patient’s life. In such cases, particularly in young children, the opium must be 
given in small but frequently repeated doses, so as to ensure its energetic, but stue 
action, and the greatest care must be taken to soothe the irritated portion of the 
skin, by ointments, poultices, &e., while unwearied diligence must be bestowed upon 
the task of preventing the child from, scratching the blistered, surface. To effect this 
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every second hour, and this means proved eminently successful. In another 
ease I succeeded by administering the same remedy in combination with assa- 
fmtiiia. I have also remarked that assafetida alone, given in doses ol two or 

three erains three times a-day, has very considerable effect* in calming nervous 

irritation of this description, and restoring the patient to the enjoyment of more 
nrolonged and refreshing sleep. In all such cases the physician must be most 
rareful to have the appearance of not thinking the loss ot sleep as a matter ol 
much consequence, and the family of the patient must be directed to speak as 
little about the matter in his presence as possible;—nav, so powerful is the opera- 
lion of moral impressions, that in one case which I attended along with Mr. 
Halahan, I succeeded in procuring sleep by ordering a musk pill to be given 
even-second hour night and day. and by desiring the patient to be awakened, 
should she be asleep, at the time the pill was to be taken. I laid great stress on 
the importance of so proceeding, and thereby produced so strong an effect on the 
patient’s mind, and inspired so great a confidence in the efficacy of the medicine, 
fhat she went to bed, not so much afraid of lying awake as afraid of being asleep 
at the hours when she ought to take a pill. *The idea which had hitherto fixedly 
occupied her mind was displaced by a new impression, and rflief was obtained 

the very first night. . . . , . r _. 

To conclude, gentlemen, I may observe that sleeplessness in a chronic form is 
often produced by dyspepsia, and can only be relieved by the means suited to 
indigestion. Here it is that small doses of blue pill and tonic purgatives are ol 
infinite service, combined with change of air, of scene, and on appropriate diet. 
In many females, sleeplessness is combined with menstrual irregularity, and can 
only be cured by means calculated to invigorate the health and restore the cata¬ 
menial discharge to its natural periods and quantity, for the nervous system sutlers 
equally whether they be suppressed or overabundant. It is singular how long 
sleeplessness often continues in chlorosis without inducing those serious conse¬ 
quences that are produced by this symptom in other morbid states of the system. 
In such cases much is sometimes accomplished by means of the common prepa¬ 
rations of morphia, or by the use of Hoffman’s liquor (liquor mthereus oleosus), 
camphor, and other medicines that act upon the nervous system. It must be con¬ 
fessed, however, that these and every other expedient to obtain sleep otten tail in 
chlorotic and hysterical females, in whom relief is only obtained by a gradual 
improvement of the general health and menstrual function.— London Med. and 
Surg. Journal , 21 st diarchy 1835. 


30. On the use and abuse of cold applications. By Robert J. Graves, M. D. In 
affections of the head occurring in acute diseases, and attended with raving and 
loss of rest, it is a very usual practice to direct the application of cold lotions to 
the shaved scalp. . ,. T 

Permit me, gentlemen, to make a few remarks upon this important subject, t 
wish I could make myself well understood on this point, for l have seldom met 
with any person who seemed to bear in mind the true principle upon which cola 
is applied as a means of repressing local heat. In cases of determination of blood 
to the head occurring in fever, the common practice is to have the head shaved 
and cold lotions applied. Enter the room of a patient who is using cold applica¬ 
tions, and you will observe the process conducted with great apparent nicety; the 
head is accuratelv shaved and carefully covered with folds ot linen wet with a 
lotion to which spirit of rosemary or some odoriferous tincture has communicated 
an agreeable and refreshing smell: but when you come to examine the patient, 
you find his head smoking and the heat of his scalp increased. The nurse applies 
the lotion once every half hour, or perhaps not so often; indeed, she seldom 
repeats the application until her notice is attracted by the steam rising Irom the 
patient’s head, or until she herself, awaking from a comfortable sleep, and going 
over to examine the state of the patient’s head, finds the folds of liner which cover 
it as hot and dry as if they had been hung before a fire. Whether applied to 
reduce local inflammation in any part of the body, or to cool the scalp in deno¬ 
mination to the head, cold lotions as ordinarily employed do infinitely more harm 
than good. The cold is applied at distant intervals, its effect soon ceases, and 
reaction constantly takes place, leaving the part as hot or even hotter than it was 
before. 
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pitcher on his face and body. This occurred to my friend, Dr. Oppenheim, dur¬ 
ing his residence in Turkey, and he owes his life to this simple but effectual 
treatment.— Ibid. 

31. Treatment of Amcnorrhcca and the Uterine Pains which precede and accom¬ 
pany Menstruation, by Carbonic Acid Gas. By Prof. Mojon.—I t is well known 
that females in general, without being attacked by complete amenorrhcea, suffer 
great pain both immediately before and during menstruation. Various medica¬ 
ments have been tried in remedy of this suffering, many of which increase it by 
over excitation of the nerves. M. Mojon proposes, therefore, the nse of carbonic 
acid gas, which he considers an excellent antiphlogistic, in opposition to a great 
number of medical practitioners, who regard it as a stimulant. Fumigations of 
this gas may be also advantageously employed in cystitis, ophthalmia, and other 
local inflammations. This therapeutic agent not only acts on the blood in dimi¬ 
nishing its thickness, but also on the solids in relaxing the fibrous system to pros¬ 
tration and torpor. 

The gas is disengaged from calcareous carbonate by means of weakened hydro¬ 
chlorine acid, and must be conveyed into the vagina through the orifice of an In- 
dian-rubber pipe. These fumigations should be repeated twice a-day before 
menstruation, and tkev arc found nut only to regulate the course, but entirely to 
relieve the nains which precede, accompany, and follow menstruation. The ope¬ 
ration may be hastened with the ordinary apparatus, by the addition of a spigot¬ 
ed bladder, filled with the gas and adjusted over the Indinn-rubbcr pipe, the spigot 
being turned, a slight pressure on the bladder throws- a current of gas into the 
vagina.— land. Med. and Surg. Journ. March 28, 1835. 

32. On some points connected with the Treatment of Fever, by Robert J. Graves. 
Extracted from a clinical lecture delivered at the Meath Hospital, Dublin. I beg 
leave, gentlemen, to draw your attention to-day to some points connected with 
the treatment of fever. The number of fever cases we have had of late, is much 
greater than for some years; and to those who arc anxious to acquire a knowledge 
of the phenomena anu character of one of the most interesting and important of 
human maladies, our wards furnish at present very ample opportunities. I trust 
ever}- gentleman who listens to me will avail himself of such advantages, and not 
permit opportunities of acquiring valuable information to pass away unprofitably. 
It is my duty to speak of the particular modes of treatment adapted to fever cases, 
to inform you how each symptom may be most successfully combatted, and to lay 
down rules for your guidance in each particular emergency; it will be your busi¬ 
ness to collect and arrange the detached materials, and form votir general princi¬ 
ples with respect to the management of this very important disease. It has never 
been my wish to speak generally of the nature dr treatment of fever: time will not 
permit me, nor do I wish to encroach on the province of those who lecture on the 
practice of physic; my object is merely to note symptoms as they rise, to speak of 
their nature and treatment; to confine myself to detached observations, and, as far 
as lies in my power, to contribute facts to those who write or lecture on practical 
medicine. 

A woman has been admitted lately, who bad been labouring under fever for a 
considerable time before she came into the hospital. This poor creature seems 
to have been in verv miserable circumstances during her illness; her bedding 
must have been totally neglected, and no attention paid to cleanliness, for on her 
admission, though nearly free from fever, she was covered with bed sores to a 
frightful extent. Almost every point which had been subjected to pressure had 
ulcerated, and the ulcers went on undermining the skin, and committing terrible 
devastation in the cellular substance. Cases like this require great care and un¬ 
remitting attention; it is on the exercise of an active and untiring humanity that 
the cure will mainly depend. In the first place, you are to recollect that the 
efforts of the constitution towards the re-establishment of health are impeded by 
the irritation of the sores; sleep is prevented, and the patient kept in a state of 
continual suffering, while a constant drain from the system is kept up by the 
ulcerative discharge, adding to the amount of existing debility. Hence a pseudo- 
febrile state arises, characterized by quick pulse, restlessness, and want of sleep, 
somewhat akin to that which is produced by scrofulous irritation. The appear- 
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ance, however, of general excitement of the system, should never prevent the 
phracian from adopting every mode of strengthening the patient as much as pos¬ 
sible. 1 ou will not succeed in removing this condition by an antiphlogistic regi¬ 
men; the patient requires tonics and narcotics, with a nutritious but noi stimulat- 
mg diet. If you pm him on a low regimen, and give antifebrile medicines, you 
will do mischief; you will increase the existing debility, and add to the source of 
febrile excitement. ^ our practice should be to prescribe a nutritious diet, wine 
and the sulphate of quinine, and to treat the sores with stimulant appl,cations' 
1 he local application which we found most beneficial in such, cases is one com¬ 
posed or two ounces of castor oil, and one of balsam of Peru, which is to be 
applied on pledgets of lint, and covered with a poultice of linseed meal two or 
three times a day. In addition to this, we direct tue sores to be washed night and 
morning with a solution of chloride ot soda, in the proportion of twenty or thirty 
drops of the saturated solution to an ounce of water. We also direct the patient 
to lie occasionally on her face, and enforce the strictest attention tu cleanliness 
on the part of :he nurse. Dr. Amott’s hydrostatic bed is an excellent adjuvant 
m the treatment of this disease, but unfortunately the one we have is at present 
out of order. 1 

Such then, gcmlemen, is our mode of treatment. We order the patient nourish- 
“S> but not heating, food; we give wine, regulating its quantity according to its 
eliects on the system, and the liking of the patient; we prescribe small doses of the 
sulphate of quinine, and administer an opiate at night to allay irritability and 
procure sleep. The local treatment consists in the use of stimulant and detergent 
applications, poultices, attention to cleanliness, and change of position. 

v» ith respect to the present epidemic fever, we have now seen so many in¬ 
stances of its direct communication from one patient to another in our wards 
that we are induced to oelieve it to be contagious. From the great number of 
applicants labouring under serious and theatening diseases, we are sometimes 
obliged to put into our fever wards, patients afiecied with local inflammations 
accompanied by symptomatic inflammatory fever; several of these, while reco- 

venng, have been attacked with symptoms of the present epidemic. A man was 
admitted last week into the fever ward with violent pneumonia; the right lun" 
was extensively hepatised, and in addition to this, the pleura was found to b? 
engorged o\ er a large portion of its surface. The case was one of extreme dis- 
tress, and the state of the patient apparently hopeless; however, by appropriate 
depletion, assisted by mercury and blisters, convalescence became established 
and the pulmonary symptoms were rapidly subsiding. His -system was slill un¬ 
der the mfluence of mercury, his fever had disappeared, his dyspmra was relier- 
ed, his cough and all the other symptoms nearly gone, when he was suddenly 
attacked with fever, and that of the same character as prevailed among the pa¬ 
tients in the same ward. This is, I believe, the sixth or seventh case, in which 
patients labouring under some other form of disease, have been seized with svron- 
toms of the present epidemic, while lying in the same ward with fever patients. 
I have thought n necessary to make this observation, because you will findit 
period in medical works and by physicians of considerable eminence that in 
hospitals fever does not spread from onepatient loanother, and that where it does 
appear among many individuals in ihc same house, its spread is chiefly favoured 
by want of cleanliness and proper ventilation. This, however, we can slate to 
be the tact, that fever will spread among patients in the snme ward, independent 
of an\ thing connected with filth or foulair, for we have seen il occur in our wards 
dom 1 Ca “ aSSer ‘ arC kept “ Clean and as ' vcl1 ventilated as any in the king- 

There is one circumstance connected with this case worthy of remark, with 
reference to the supposed antifebrile properties of mercury. It has been stated 
tbai mercury exercises a prophylactic influence over the sysiem, and several per¬ 
sons who have cultivated medicine with success, but particularly some army sur¬ 
geons of high authority, have asserted that the use of mercurv not only cures 
fever, but also secures against it. I am afraid that in this and 6ther case's mer¬ 
cury has more credit than tt deserves. In speaking of cholera on a former occa¬ 
sion, I have told you that I had seen persons under the influence of mercury take 
cholera and die of it; and here we find a man whose mouth is still sore, in whom 
salivation had not ceased, getting an attack of fever at a time when he had just 
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recovered from another disease. This shows that mercury is not to be looked 
anon as a prophylactic iu cases of fever of a contagious nature. We cannot 
altravs cure or prevent fever xvith mercury; on the contrary, where teverof a par¬ 
ticular kind is piesent. it prevents the constitution from yielding to its influence. 
Thus in a case of hectic fever, brought on by suppuration of the liver, it has been 
t imnmsible to brine the system under the influence of mercury. 



_e in the treat¬ 
ment of fever,—1 atiuae to me inuicauoos iur exhibiting and the mode of giving 
tartar emetic at different periods of the continued fever of this country. For 
some time I have been in the habit of employing tartar emetic with very remarka¬ 
ble success at various periods of fever, but principally towards its termination. 

I am therefore anxious to lay before you a brief statement of my experience of 
this admirable remedy, and I shall take leave to illustrate this bv a reference to 
several very remarkable cases in which its administration was iollowed by the 

most decided and satisfactory results. , ,, _ 

You are all aware that tartar emetic has been long and justly valued by the pro¬ 
fession for its manifold and energetic properties. Without referring to its im¬ 
portance in the treatment of pulmonary diseases, anil almost every form ol local 
inflammation, I may observe, with respect to our present subject, that tartar eme¬ 
tic in small portions, dissolved in a quantity of whey or water, has been for a con¬ 
siderable time a popular and successful remedy in the commencement ol febrile, 
symptoms. Whether it is bv its action on the stomach and intestinal canal, or 
bv producing diaphoresis, or by some peculiar influence on the nervous and cir¬ 
culating systems, that it produces its favourable effects, we cannot exactly sar, 
but we know that it frequently succeeds in cutting short or removing lebnle 
symptoms. All these matters are, however, sufficiently well known to every 
student, and require no comment. , _ . 

In a preceding lecture, when speaking of the best means of procuring sleep in 
various forms of acme disease, I alluded to the peculiar narcotic power ol the pre¬ 
parations of antimony, and dwelt on the benefits derived Irom a combination of 
antimonials with those medicines which are strictly termed narcotics. I told you 
in that lecture, that the good effects of tartar emetic in delirium tremens seem to 
be totally independent of its action on the stomach; for we had witnessed those 
effects when it had not excited either nausea or vomiting. I referred also to many 
instances of delirium tremens, in which opium in even* form had failed in pro- 
curin" sleep, and where a combination of tartar emetic and laudanum had suc¬ 
ceeded in tranquillizing the patient, and producing sound, refreshing sleep. Bear¬ 
ing this important fact in mind, we shall proceed to an examination the cir¬ 
cumstances which require the use of tartar emetic in fever. 

There is a particular stage in one form of fever, and that exceedingly dangerous 
and threatening, in which I have derived most signal benefit from the use of this 
remedv. A patient, suppose, gets an attack of fever, he has all the ordinary 
Nvmptdms, as thirst, restlessness, heat of skin, quick pulse, and head-ache. 1 ou are 
called in about the third or fourth day, and find that he has all the symptoms I 
have mentioned still present; his face is flushed, his head aching, Ins pulse from 
100 to 110, but not remarkably strong; you find also that he has been sweating 
profuselv from the commencement of his illness, but without ® n y proportionate 
relief to his symptoms, and that he is restless and watchful. You are informed 
that his perspirations are so great that his linen has to be changed' frequently in 
the day, and that, notwithstanding this, the pulse has not come down, the head¬ 
ache is undiminished, and the patient has become more and more sleepless. 
Here comes a very important practical question, namely,—How are > ou to treat 
such a easel The patient has no epigastric tenderness, no cough, no sign oflocal 
disease in either the thoracic or abdominal cavities; he has been purged, used dia¬ 
phoretics, and perhaps mercurials; every attention has beert paid t° regiincn, ven¬ 
tilation, and cleanliness; but still he lies there in a state of undiminished febrile 
excitement, with persistent head-ache, quickness of puise, and sleeplessness. 

In such a case as this vou have nothing to expect from the sweating; « will 
never produce any relief' I was called some time back to see a young gentleman 
in fever, who was placed in similar circumstances to those which 1 have just 
detailed. It was atom the sixth day of his fever, and I found him with a pulse 
of about 110, with considerable restlessness and head-ache, and was informed that 
No. XXXV.— May, 1836. 20 
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he had perspired profusely from the commencement of his illness. On hintimr 
the necessity of more active treatment than that which had been employed hi 
a H*‘ dcd 10 ' bc perspirations as decidedly contra-indicating dcplet'ioi 
”2) * a 'f -, le P rofase sweating pointed out the impropriety of active mea¬ 
sures, and that it was a symptom which would be speedily followed by relief I 
> ba ‘ ^ bad taken a wrong view of the caseandsmtedasmy 
opinion that nothing was to be expected from the perspiration: that when <■<>-<■/ 

bulck pulse *“ febr,le “ndiiion of .'he system, when accompanied by 

s v rnr anonW , , d rcs 'W*™ss, perspirations always indicated the neces- 

silt for antiphlogistic measures, and in particular for the use of the lancet I 

nm n'een' 1 " 6 Th° fp f? IS ' abol ' ri “S under arthritis with profuse perspirations 
not accompanied by relief and said that it was well known that such cases were 
Ib^fift’s CCeS if U k ) if ealcd hy n full bleeding from the arm. I accordingly stated 
^ron“ Iwf,Vl hC d dlSea?e "' a a 0f fi , v , e °' s ' x da i' s ’ landing, and the pulse hot very 
f f " °, uld a<lv , lsc immediate bleeding. Sixteen ounces of blood were there- 
? ,llhs °" relief to the patient, and without increasing his debility- 
f, ' d ‘ l „" “ s , ,1 ‘ cn a question what further steps were to be taken. The j-onng •■en- 
l ™‘ id been . ac » v ely purged; he hathno cough or abdominal tendbrnel; his 
2 w nnv h h eal ' ac c ’ sweating, and sleeplessness; and to these, nervous agi- 
0W t l ecom , e fuperadded. I proposed here what surprised my cSl- 
much, and this was, to give our patient large doses of tartar emetic 
befora fhlm ie .l PraCllCe ' ras . ve 7 ? tran " e - bllt consented to give it a trial, on laying 
rea -? 0, !. s Which induced me to prescribe it. I said, that in Mich 
rases the tartar emetic forming as it were a part of the antiphlogistic treatment 
r‘',' C I',, CO r mmL ' nCC ' Uvit i 1 e encral Weeding, would have a tendency to cut short 
0 ,n inc , r ? a f i us 'he perspiration, by reducing the inflammatory stale of the 
neve)?l,ci ’ bi . ch " depended. The reasoning seemed rather paradoxical — 
nevertheless it turned out to be correct. I ordered the tartar emetic to be taken 

ihatTs M en 11 y and modc !- n wluch h “ senerally prescribed in acute pneumonia 
‘ a - v ’ ? ,x S ra jns of tartar emetic combined with a little mucilage and cin- 
aa »«uee mixture, to be taken in the course of twenty-four 
scr-Jnd ,t i nhtng five or six grains, the sweating began to diminish: on the 
Wan d . dhC scarcel y.perspired any, and his head-ache was greatly relieved; he 
® 1 , mpro ' e . mpidly m every respect, sleep returned, nervous agitation 
ceased, and convalescence became soon establishefl. 

The next case in which I employed tartar emetic with signal benefit was one 
of a very mstd.ous character, as many of them are at present; theyexhibit ™ 
prominent or alarming symptoms, and yet continue to run on day after day with- 
a "/ '"“deucy to crisis. The gentleman who was the subject of this case got 
an attack of fever unaccompanied by any remarkable peculiarity, except that he 
nervous, and alarmed about his situation. Ills fever went on P day alter 
m 5 „ r v a ,? y dccidcd symptom; he had no distressing head-ache, no cough 
little or no abdominal tenderness; there was no vomiting or diarrhoea; and M 

ftnm n c'h^. n i°b much aboVe *? e na,ural standard. He hnd been leeched over the 
ff°™ aah at lbe suggestion of some medical friends, but this was done rather by 
an , ;i° precaution than for the purpose of combatting any actual disease 
.^■bc n !t e i, C ‘ S ‘ lh ° r ? m,b d , av ,be pulse began to rise; he complained of head- 
a ™.’lv d ! . estIcss ? nd "'a'ehful. On the eleventh day the head-ache had 

dnsci y -in c°r , 1 e , w a s ,D aslale ,°f great nervous cxciiement, and had not 
Ule tw ? Preceding days and nights. This slate of insomnia anti 
hfJTvDf a?1,atl0 P was . immediately followed by violent paroxysms of delirium; 
hts eyes, never closed in sleep, wandered from object to object'with unmeanin"- 
™ t ,i css ? assi . bls i ,n . bs " ere 1,1 a smte ° r constant jactitation, and he raved incest 
m mVi'c ' rr® 5®-'”?, “eeasionally loud and menacing, at other times low and 
muttering. His friends became exceedingly alarmed, and every remedy which 
" "j' as , l r ed:_h,S h , ead Was shavcd ' and leeched until they could 

“““ n ®'? n .S er ' "old lotions were kept consmnlly applied with unremitting dili- 
? ndbe wa ? purged freely and repeatedly. At this period, that is to say, 
friendsra vkii e h lh ‘ n° f lhe f ®™ r ’ 1 f as requested by this gentleman’s medical 
maWnl vi).ten. cm', °, n e^mming the patient, I found (hat he was constantly 
“5 1 ;*" 1 eflbr ‘ s 10 ns e from his bed, and that he had a great deal of the 
expression of countenance which belongs to a maniacal patient. Under these cir- 
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cumstances, I advised the use oflarge doses ofiartar emetic, in the mode already 
detailed, except that, in this case, in consequence of the violence of the delirium, 

1 ordered the quantity prescribed for a dose to be taken every hour instead of 
every second hour. The patient look about ten or twelve grains during the 
course of the night, and next day his delirium had almost completely subsided. 
Under the use of the remedy.be became quite calm, fell into a sound sleep, and 
began to recover rapidly. _ 

In the two preceding cases, gentlemen, I was guided by ordinary principles, 
recognised by all physicians, and according to which the exhibition of tartar 
emefic is recommended in fever whenever there is undoubted evidence of deter¬ 
mination of blood to the head, producing head-ache, loss of sleep, and delirium. 

In the cases which follow, tartar emetic was exhibited at a period of fever, and 
under circumstances that were, with respect to the exhibition of this remedy, not 
less novel than important. The principles which led me to this practice have 
been long established, but, nevertheless, the practice is entirely new, and (I say it 
with pride, for it has already been tile means of saving many valuable lives), it is 
entirely my own. _ , ... 

Shortly after the commencement of our present session, Mr. Cookson, a pupil at 
this hospital, and remarkable for his diligent attention to clinical pursuits, caught 
fever while attending our wards, in which many cases of the present epidemic 
were then under treatment. His fever was of aii insidious nature, not charac¬ 
terized by any prominent symptom, not exhibiting any local disease to combat, or 
any tendency to crisis. For tile first seven or eight days, with the exception of 
head-ache, which was much relieved by leeching, he seemed to be going on very 
well: his skin was not remarkably hot; he bad no great thirst, nausea, or abdomi¬ 
nal tenderness; his pulse was only 85; and he had sweating, which was followed 
by some relief. About the eighth or ninth day the pulse rose, and he began to 
exhibit symptoms of an hysteric character. Now, in every case of fever, where 
symptoms resembling those of hysteria come on, you should be apprehensive of 
danger. I do not recollect having ever met with a single case of this kind which 
did not terminate in nervous symptoms of the most formidable nature. I pre¬ 
scribed at the time the usual antihysteric medicines, but without any hope of do¬ 
ing good, knowing that these symptoms were only precursor)' to something worse. 

I also, as a precautionary measure, had leeches applied to his head. The fever 
went on, the head-ache became more intense, he grew nervous and sleepless, and 
fell into a state of great debility. On the fourteenth day of fever his longue was 
black and parched, his belly tympanitic; lie was passing every thing under him 
unconsciously: lie had been raving for the last four days, constantly attempting 
to "el out of bed, and had .not slept a single hour for five days and nights. Dr. 
Stores with his usual kindness, gave ine the benefit of his advice and assistance 
at this singe of Mr. Cookson's illness, and we tried cveiy remedy which experi¬ 
ence could suggest. Blisters were applied to the nape of the neck, the head was 
kept cool by refrigerant lotions, the slate of the belly attended to, and, as we per¬ 
ceived that the absence of sleep was a most prominent and distressing symptom, 
we were induced to venture on the cautious use of opium. It was first given in 
the form of hydrarg. c. creta, with Dover’s powder, with the view of relieving the 
abdominal symptoms as well as procuring sleep. This failing in producing the 
desired effect, we gave opium in the form of enema, knowing its great power in 
the delirium which follows wounds and other injuries. This was equally unsuc¬ 
cessful with the former. He still was perfectly sleepless. We came again in 
the evening, and, as a last resource, prescribed a full dose of black drop, and lcll 
him with the conviction, that if this tailed he had no chance of life. On visiting 
him next morning at an early hour, we were highly mortified to find that our 
prescription had been completely unsuccessful; he had been more restless and 
delirious than ever. Here was the slate in which we found him on entering his 
chamber at eight o’clock in the morning on the 15th day of his faver. He had 
universal tremors and subsultus tendinum, his eye was suffused and restless, he 
had been lying for some days entirely on his back, his tongue was dry and black, 
his belly tympanitic, his pulse 140, quick and thready, his delirium was chiefly 
exhibited in short broken sentences and in a subdued tone of voice, and it was 
now eight days find nights since he had slept. Here arose a question of great 
practical importance. How the nervous agitation was to be calmed and sleep pro- 
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duced? Blisters to the nape of the neck, cold applications, and narratives hail 
failed; opium in various forms had been tried without the slightest Senffit ifo*™ 
were not speedily obtained he was lost. At this emergency a mode of eirta? 
opium occurred to me which I had never thought of before.' Recollect wlfat his 
w 1 ®** 1 '*>* period: quick failing pulse, black, dry, tremufol tongi 
E,-?, 11 ’ excess,re prostration of strength, subsuit us tendinum, extrra? 
^T S n«"’.u C0 ^ mn \ ffi r ,er -". l usr delfriu ”i aad total sleepleiniss 
Sj? m 1 ,"' ,Shed tr} ' tt : hal cffecls might result from a combina¬ 
tion of tarta emetic and opium; I mentioned that I had given it ill cases of deli 
"A remarkable success, and thought i, worthyonrial underthe 
circumstances then present. Dr. Stokes stated in reply, that he knew nothin- 
with respect to such a combination, as adapted to the case in question that he 
had no experience to guide him, but that he would yield to my suggestion We 

in-form P wf C h b - Cd ,S c ° mbu ““‘° n ¥ of ,arIar emetic ’and laudanum in the follow. 
m 0 form which is that in which I generally employ these remedies in the treat 

dnZi’S ,r “ *■ An'imonii tartarizati grana quatuor, tinct. opii 
^ c r 5," 1 P honp r 5 vnj. Of this mixture, a tnble-spoonfui to be taken 
every second hour. The success of this was almost marical. It is true rhat 
allC , r la!iin o tbe second dose he threw up a large quantity of bile 

calm and "II'l' 1 V n 'i Af ' Cr " C ,hlrd or foimh dosc hc fell asleep, and awoke 
Tt.frvf f h ^ d; h =. b ^anlo improve rapidly, and soon recovered. 

a nunfl of Mr Pnfr"-^^ ;; baI1 . d ' rect ™V attention is that of Mr. Stephenson, 
will '?L°n Parr ° P ,"il h< *P 1 “ l - This young gentleman, as many of you 
dn V even!! CC V Ta * at,a 9 lccd < ev er about the middle of January. Oti Thurs- 
hfmse^f fe n X?i!ifT? aln n d of laa ? 1,ur °nd malaise, and on the following day felt 
! , bm T h< I Ut a . Dy P r<, mment or decided symptom. At night he 

of calomel and antitnomal powder, which had no sensible effect and 
iMr.f r" !"" - day romplamnl of shivering, violent head-ache, pain in ihe back 
rmtion^ffmrinr'efef ren ?/ h,and id c?P' css ? css - He was orderedVo takea combh 
a feu- lm J nitrate of potash in camphor mixture, which produced 

| s ,°'P e . '•“phoresis; but in consequence of its effect on the 

stomach, and his complaining much of thirst and epigastric tenderness the tartar 
™<*f d aad effervescingdraughts prescribed. CdavXS 
nf^he fifi' 0 J^ nde r ne >f sa I 11 continuing, twelve leeches were applied over ihe pit 
,n K b ; lowed by blister, which gave relief, and the bowels were kept 
oncmaia. H e commenced asecond time the use of the tartar emetic ami 
nitrate of potash, with the addition offive drops of tincture of opium to each dose 
but w^s obliged to give it up again in consequence of Ihe inenisein hisWric 
S**;. n °' v haaame exceedingly restless, and his delirium te^n'Toal- 
' c D 1 . nlcn>c character. Leeches were applied behind Ihe cars, his head 
shai ed and his lemples blistered; he had also a large blister over ihe abdomen 
which gave him considerable relief, but the cerebral and nervous symptoms be-’ 
came much worse The delirium went on increasing, nccompanied bvsubsultus 

samlv "and had to be k" h r e was perfectly sleE rl"" 

a , nd bad t0 . be kc P ! down in bed by force. On ihe 17th day of his fever he 
T a ^ “ ' a following condition,—longue brown and rather drv.no remarkable 
thirst or abdominal tenderness, eyes re.l and ferrety, no sleep for five nights eon! 

n Dd , de J^ UU1 ("! icb bad now assumed toe character ofdeli’rium 
r a ^ UbsuU(,S r ndl ',”', m and jactitation extreme, urine and fmcespassed nn- 
der him unconsciously. I d.recled the combination of tartar emelic andTaudn- 
Iwn doslf i n /f, Cdl! | t y "" C r’ c , arcfu11 .'' watching its effects. He had only taken 
« “ , Lffl . < I hfrrf e R° r Ca ml ;.fii;' et ., U1 ’ brin ff> n ? " ilh ” fc'ief to all Ids symp- 
iVom’^r rh 1 d dose , couI , d be administered, he fell into a profound sleep 

fZ hoiw wtfb aWOke ra,, T' “? d [ efreshed - The mixture was continued evw 
four hours with increasing benefit, he slept long and sonndly and be-an to itn- 

emrnfc n i CV , Cr -'i’ r “P c f 0n the second day after he had begun to us? the tartar - 
S33S, 1b brX' !l I I „ ,t te ler ’T h i Ch,VaS <L ha ^ ed the next’dayfor ei^ret and 

l, nbo ? 1 We , ek t he was able to sit up in bed, and seven days 

f T™e hS Sfe m whw e T e b l ^u °T ,tal and ?° 10 'he country for change of air. 
mmil -rfm to w hich I shall direct your attention is that of Mr. Knott, also a 
pupil of this hospital, a gentleman remarkable for his uaremitting attention to 
Unical pursuits, ana from whom I derived much valuable assistance in conduct- 
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ing various post-mortem examinations. This gentleman was attacked with fever ' 
about the latter pari of January, which went on for some time without any par¬ 
ticular symptom, except considerable restlessness and nervous excitement'. He 
then became perfectly sleepless, complained of violent head-ache and thirst, raved, 
and became exceedingly irritable. Opium in various forms and repealed doses, 
either alone, or combined with musk and camphor, totally failed in producing 
sleep, and his condition became daily worse. On the 13th day he was in a very 
dangerous condition: his nervous agitation had risen to an alarming height, and 
for many days and nights he had never closed an eye. At this period it appeared 
obvious that if something were not done to calm nervous excitement and restore 
sleep, he had but little chance of life. Under these circumstances I proposed to 
my friend, Dr. M‘Adam, who attended with me, to give tartar emetic and opium. 
After he had taken about three table-spoonsful, he had a copious bilious evacua¬ 
tion, and immediately afterwards fell into a sound sleep, during which he per¬ 
spired profusely, and awoke in about twelve hours, with every bad symptom 
gone. The nervous irritability was completely allayed; his thirst and head-ache 
relieved; his tongue moist and cleaning; and nis reason quite restored. From 
that period every thing went on favourably, and he rapidly regained his health 
and strength. 

Since the foregoing lecture was delivered, I have met with several cases of 
fever, in which I employed the tartar emetic and opium, with the same remarka¬ 
ble success. A man named Christopher Nowlan was admitted into Sir P. Dun’s 
Hospital, on the 3d of February last, labouring under fever. He had been ill ten 
days, had raving, subsultus tendinum, and appeared unable or unwilling to an¬ 
swer questions. His wife stated that he had diarrhcea for the preceding three 
days, and that he dozed occasionally, but never slept. He appeared exceedingly 
low and prostrated, and lay constantly on his back. A succession of flying blis¬ 
ters were ordered to be applied to the chest and stomach, and wine and chicken 
broth prescribed. He also got the following draught every* third hour—ft. Mist, 
camphor®, gj.; Spirit, mtheris oleosi, 5ss.; Spirit, ammoni® aromatic®, 3ss.; Moschi, 
gr. viij. Misce. Under the use of these remedies he began to recover from his pros¬ 
tration, but as the sleeplessness and delirium still continued, I ordered him to take 
the tartar emetic mixture in the usual way. It produced at first two or three full 
discharges from the bowels, and after he had taken the fourth dose he fell into a 
sound sleep, from which he awoke much better, and soon became convalescent. 

In the case of a patient named Michael Murray, who exhibited the same re¬ 
markable nervous irritability and sleeplessness, this remedy was also employed 
with very striking effects. This man nad been ill of fever for ten day’s before’his 
admission into Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital, and appeared so much prostrated, 
that I ordered him arrow-root, with beer. He raved a li'.tle on the night of his 
admission, and remained without closing an eye until morning. The same symp¬ 
toms were observed on the following day, and his nervous irritability became in¬ 
creased. On the 11th of February* he had been five days in the hospital, and 
had not enjoyed a single hour’s sleep. I ordered the tartar emetic mixture to be 
given: three doses produced sleep: he had no other bad symptoms, and recovered 
completely. 

In another very bad case of maculated fever, the same results were obtained. 
The patient, Mary Fannin, had got an attack of fever after a fright. She had 
been eight days ill-, at the date of her admission, February 25th. She had irre¬ 
gular pulse, sleeplessness, head-ache, and suffusion of the eyes: moaned and sighed 
continually, and appeared greatly prostrated. She was blistered, had foetid eue- 
mata, and took the chloride of soda internally with some benefit; but the sleep¬ 
lessness and nervous excitement continued. In this case, though the tartar emetic 
was not followed by speedy convalescence, still it produced remarkably good 
effects; after taking four doses of it, she fell asleep, and did not awake until next 
morning. 

There are many other cases which I could adduce to prove the value of a com¬ 
bination of tartar emetic and opium in the nervous sleeplessness of low fever; the 
foregoing, however, I trust will be found sufficient. 

I forgot to observe, that all the cases I have spoken of as successfully treated 
by means of tartar emetic combined with opium, in the advanced stage of the dia- 
20 * 
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case, were cases of maculated or spotted fever. I shall lake a future opportu 
inty of entering more fully mto a detail of its symptoms.— Land. Med. and Sum 
Journal , May, 1835. 6 * 

33. Treatment of Mercurial Salivation by concentrated Muriatic Acid. _M. 

Velpeau is of opinion that mercurial salivation is connected with some alteration 
of the mucous crypt® in the mouth and not with inflammation of the salivary* 
glands, for he remarks, “when a gland is inflamed it no longer secretes: besid4 
which, the patients do not refer the pain they feel to the glands, but to the interior 
of the mouth. 

“ What is the progress and effects of mercury? By its extreme subtlety it is in¬ 
troduced into the system, saturates it as it were and inflames it; for most general¬ 
ly the gums, the internal lining of the cheeks, the edges of the tongue are covered 
with a thick layer of lymph, and this is most probably owing to an irritation 
generated either by sympathy or continuity, and it is therefore essential to look to 
the crypt® rather than the glands. This view of the subject induced M. Berard 
to make use of muriatic acid, and myself to employ it alternately with a mixture 
of honey, the acid in question, solution of lunar caustic, and several other reme¬ 
dies For the last two years I have returned to the use of the acid, but I now pre¬ 
set ibe it in the pure or even concentrated state. In a patient who had been la¬ 
bouring under severe ptyalism for four days, and to whom I applied the acid bv 
means of a hair brush pencil, the good effects were immediate. I was afraid 
however, lest it should produce mischief, but was deceived: a pellicle forms over 
the mouth, but there is no inflammation. Of three patients treated with concen¬ 
trated muriatic acid, one has lelt the hospital: of the two remaining the second 
recovered in a few days. In these cases the patients were touched with the reme¬ 
dy four times in two days, and this sufficed. In the third patient the inflamma¬ 
tion was less acute, and the effects less marked: moreover, the salivation was of 
some standing; from all which it may be inferred that the muriatic acid is bene¬ 
ficial m proportion to the intensity ol the inflammation. To this patient, there¬ 
fore, I applied alum, and the symptoms were almost directly ameliorated; alum 
however, to be useful, should be used in substance, and in large quantities’ — 
Lancett-c Francaisc } 2nd June. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

31. Purulent Ophthalmia of Infants.— Dr. Evory Kennedy laid before the Me¬ 
dical bcction of the British Association at the meeting in Dublin some in¬ 
teresting observations on this subject Dr. Kennedy said that the object of 
his communication was merely to illustrate some disputed points in practice: 
°n such a subject nothing new or original was to be expected. Purulent 
ophthalmia was of very frequent occurrence; many cases ol it were to be met 
with in lying-in-hospitals; it was a disease of a violent character, and perhnps 
caused more blindness than any other affection of the eve. He did not intend to 
enter into the history of the disease, nor would he stop* to examine the question 
as to its phlegmonous or erysipelatous nature. A great deal of difficulty attended 
the investigation of the origin of purulent ophthalmia, as connected with a specific 
vtrus. As far as his experience went, the proportion of cases which could be dis- 
tmctly referred to gonorrhea, or to the leucorrheal discharge, was very small. He 
had, however, observed that ophthalmia, generated in this way, was of a bad and 
obstinate character; five of the worst cases he had seen had be'en produced bv in¬ 
fection, and in one of these there was extensive sloughing of the cornea. The 
disease was observed in the lying-in hospital to commence either immediately 
birth, or in a few days afterwards. It was also seen to follow exposure to 
cold and irritants, a circumstance which goes to prove, that irritation, whether 
specific or not, may produce it. Viewed without reference to any theory, the 
disease seemed to consist in a violent and rapid inflammation, speedily followed 
by a copious secretion from the diseased part. A very remarkable change took 
place m the secretion of the conjunctiva; this, however, was not peculiar to that 



